Janab Ubai Bhaisaheb, Aamil Saheb and
President of Anjuman-e-Saifee, Chicago

Mr. Ashok Kumar Attri, Consul General of India

Dr. Aman Rashid , Consul General of
Pakistan

Ayyam ut Taabudaat culminated in a community outreach evening in celebration of
our beloved Aqamaula’s (tus) Milaad. The event was attended by the Consul Generals of India and Pakistan, representatives of Illinois Senators and Congressmen as well as state and
city officials. Representatives of several Muslim organizations, the Aga Khan community,
and the Buddhist community also came to share in the joy of the Dawoodi Bohras in the
glowing health and vitality of their leader.
The formal program commenced with a recitation from the Holy Quran. The audience then rose for a rendition of the Star Spangled Banner and Wazaifona (a prayer of gratitude). Aamir Bhai Chalisa read out a poem written for the occasion by his daughter Farah; he
welcomed all the guests and introduced them to the audience at intervals in the program.
In his address to the audience, Mr. Ashok Kumar Attri, Consul General of India,
eloquently praised the achievements the Dawoodi Bohras under the leadership of His Holiness Dr. Syedna Mohammed Burhanuddin (tus). The Consul
General of Pakistan, Dr. Aman Rashid, extended his felicitations to the community in his speech and praised the cohesiveness and business outlook of the
community in an interview with TV Asia reporter Vandana Jhingan.
Janab Ubai Bhaisaheb, in his keynote speech, prayed for the good health of Syedna Mohammed Burhanuddin (tus). He said that due to Syedna’s (tus) guidance, the Dawoodi Bohras
have earned the reputation of loyalty and good citizenship wherever they live.

A group of children showed the guests how Bohras
eat in a thaal, a unique feature of Bohra culture. Dr.
Amir Kagalwalla walked the audience through the
various courses served and pointed out the medical
advantages of the various customs. Before proceeding to dinner, the guests came together on stage for
cake cutting to commemorate Aqamaula’s (tus) birthday and a group photograph.
Anjuman-e-Saifee launched its second yearbook at the event. The yearbook focuses on the tradition of entrepreneurship amongst the Dawoodi
Bohras with interviews of several businessmen including Shaikh Murtaza Bhai Dahodwala. In keeping with
the theme of the yearbook, a group of community
entrepreneurs had set up tables for a mini business expo. These included
Burhani Design, Jamali Kopy Kat, Once Upon a Child, Tiles in Style, Clear
Ridge Hardware, Tri-State Enterprises, Signarama and Silica Glass. Silica
Glass had designed a glass table especially for the occasion which they
gave away to the winners of a lucky draw.
An exhibition titled “Our Elders, Our Parents: Our Role Models”
had been set up that recalled the Dais and Hodaat Kiraam who are spiritual guides for the community by recounting incidents in their lifetime.
They reinforced the theme of the Milaad celebrations this year as enunciated by Aqamaula (tus) –“ Become like your father and mother”.
As Janab Ubai Bhaisaheb said, “Who better to emulate than our
beloved leader, for he is both father and mother to us all. His love and benevolence, the generosity of his spirit and the radiance of his smile goes
with us wherever we go, may we be in his very presence or thousands of
miles away.”

For more information, please
contact
Ubai bhai saheb Nooruddin
(chicagoamil@alvazararat.org)
(630) 321 9866
Or
Aamir bhai Chalisa
(chalisas@aol.com)

